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taken  care  of.  Indeed  as  previously  reported  to  various 
Health  Committees  from  time  to  time,  constant  and  continual 
analysis  of  foodstuffs  and  human  bones  are  taking  place  by 
the  Medical  Research  Council,  not  forgetting  the  monitoring 
of  water  and  milk  supplies. 


Area  of  Abercarn  Urban  District  Area  ... 

9,543  acres 

Population — Registrar  General  s Estimate 

18,610 

Inhabited  Houses  ..<  •••  ••• 

5,642 

No  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Council  ... 

1,542 

Rateable  Value  •••  •••  ••• 

1957 

£1  12,620 

1958 

£1  12,690 

1959 

£132,347 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

1957 

£405/0/0 

1958 

£404/0/0 

1959 

£510/0/0 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 
Births. 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Males  •••  199 

154 

168 

Females  •••  •••  1^6 

159 

1 56 

355 

313 

324 

Birth  Rate  of  1,000  of  the  Population  . 

17 

Stillbirths. 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Stillbirth  rate  of  1,000  of  _ _ , 

Population  •••  0.59 

0.42 

U./5 

DEATHS. 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Females  • •••-  ^4 

101 

114 

Males 

1 26 

98 

227 

227 

212 

2 
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Live  Births 

• •••  ••• 

1959 

324 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

17 

Still-births  ...i 

• ••'  •••  ••• 

14 

Still-births  rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still-births 

.75 

Total  live  and  still-births 

• • rfi  •••  • • •'• 

332 

Infant  deaths  — 

• ••  •••  • • •' 

10 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
total 

1 ,000  live  births — 

30.8 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
legitimate  — 

1,000  live  births — 

31.4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
illegitimate 

1 ,000  live  births — 

166 

(This  rate  is  based  on  numbers  too 
small  to  be  of  significance). 

Neo  Natal  (first  four  weeks)  . ..  ...  6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 

births  ...  . ..s  ....  ...  1,85% 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  Figures 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  not 
still-births  ...  ...,  ...  . ..,  available 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  1 1.39 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Number  of  Deaths  under  One  Year: 

1957  1958 

Boys  ...  ...  12  2 

Girls  ...  ...  6 3 

Total  1 8 5 


1959 

5 

5 


10 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  30.8 


3 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Abercarn,  Mon. 

!1 959. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Abercarn  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1939. 

There  has  been  no  noteworthy  change  as  compared  with 
the  previous  three  years,  neither  for  the  better  nor  for  the 
worse,  as  regards  the  deaths  occurring  from  various  causes, 
that  is:  Infant  Mortality  in  the  young,  and  in  the  older  section, 
deaths  from  strokes,  blockage  of  the  heart  arteries  (angina), 
nor  from  cancer,  nor  from  bronchitis. 

To  particularise:  Seven  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung 
in  1959,  compares  with  six  in  1958,  two  in  1957  and  eight 
in  1956.  One  death  from  Leukaemia  occurred  in  1959,  none 
in  1956,  1957,  1958. 

Tuberculosis,  though  usually  mild  in  severity  remains 
with  us.  One  death  occurred  from  this  cause  in  1957  and  in 

1959,  none  in  1956,  1958, 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  1959. 

Attendances  at  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council 
Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  well  maintained. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a Mobile  Clinic  will  soon  be  available 
for  Llanfach,  in  the  same  way  as  it  serves  Pantside  and  Trin- 
ant. 

Beyond  doubt  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  scheme 
for  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  covering  as  it  has  a wide  age 
group,  or  groups  is  fine  preventitive  work. 

Similarly  I am  sure  that  the  anxiety  felt  by  all  concerned 
in  regard  to  the  fall-out  of  Radiostrontium  '90,  is  being  well 

i 


CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES. 

0 to  I I to  4 4 weeks  to 
week,  weeks,  one  year. 


Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . ., 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Spinal  Fever  . .., 

• • t 

— 

— 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  . . ,i 

• » < 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea 

1 

— 

— 

Congenital  Debility 

— 

— 

1 

Premature  Births 

— 

— 

— 

Digestive  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Violence 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Causes 

3 

— 

' 

Total 

7 

1 

2 

ACUTE  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES— DEATHS. 

1937 

1958 

1959 

Bronchitis  . . .t  • • • 

24 

24 

29 

Pneumonia  — 

10 

7 

6 

Other  Forms  ...  • 

1 

3 

4 

Total  ... 

35 

34 

39 

CANCER 

DEATHS. 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Males  ••• 

14 

17 

19 

Females 

14 

19 

1 1 

Total 

28 

36 

30 

I 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  principal  Notifiable  Diseases  are  Smallpox,  Typhoid, 
Typhus,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diptheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
Puerperal  Fever,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Continued  Fever. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  principal  Notifiable  Dis- 
eases during  1959. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1959. 


1958 

M.  F. 

126  101  ALL  CAUSES  ...,  , 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  System  ... 

Tuberculosis — Other  Forms 

Syphillitic  Diseases  ... 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . „ 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 
Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms  

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 
Diabetes 

•••  •••  ••• 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 
Hypertension  of  Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  Heart  Disease 

• • • • • • 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 


1959 
M.  F. 

114  98 

1 1 


3 4 

7 — 

— 1 

— 2 

8 4 

— 1 

10  20 

20  10 

— 1 

13  18 

4 3 
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Influenza  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bronchitis  ...  . . .,  ....  ...  21 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ...  1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  — 

Hyper-plasia  of  Prostrate  ....  2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  — 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  9 
Motor  Vehicles  Accidents  ... .,  1 

All  other  Accidents  ...  ...  3 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Homocide  and  Operations  of  War  ...  — 


1 

1 

8 


4 

13 

3 

2 


ANALYSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


Scarlet 

Fever  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  

Measles  ...  3 14  4 

Erysipelas  ...  — — — — — 

Whooping 

Cough  ...  — — — — — 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  ...  — — — — — 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  — — — — — 

Dysentry  ...  — — — — 

Pneumonie  ...  4 — — — 

Totals  ...  4 3 1 4 6 


2 


5 


17 


2 6 12 

7 6 31 


Total  Number  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Age  Groups:  31 

6 


0- 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE 

PAST 

FOUR  YEARS. 

1956 

1957  1958 

1959 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

1 

10 

2 

Dysentry 

— 

— 

■ 

Diphtheria  ...  . ••» 

— 

— 

■ 

Cerebral  Spinal  Fever... 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . . .i  • • •■ 

4 

30 

1 

1 2 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

4 

— 

Meningitis  . . .i 

— 

— 

' 

1 

Tuberculosis  • • >, 

14 

16 

14 

1 4 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

45 

4 

" 

Erysipelas  . . -i  • • 

1 

— 

" 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

' 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

• 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

4 

2 

1 6 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

'■ 

Measles  . . .i  • • 

40 

186 

130 

17 

91 

286 

161 

62 

AN  AGEING  POPULATION  IN  A MODERN  SOCIETY. 


Drift  of  Population. 


I feel  1 cannot  let  the  opportunity  go  by  unless  some 
comment  is  made  in  regard  to  the  drift  of  the  population  from 
the  valleys  to  the  towns.  1 fear  that  as  the  new  works  at  Llan- 
wern  developes  together  with  other  subsidiary  industries  this 
tendency  to  leave  may  well  quicken. 

It  is  disturbing  to  find  a further  drop  in  the  Registrar 
General’s  population  estimate  for  this  year.  Especially  when 
the  Council  decided,  last  year,  to  build  sixty-five  houses  for 
importees  into  the  Area.  I should  have  thought  with  the  nett 
gain  of  births  over  deaths  and  the  importation  of  sixty-five 
families  into  the  Area,  the  decline  would  be  arrested. 


z 


It  was  with  a keen  sense  of  disappointment  that  I per- 
used the  figures,  for  the  year  1959,  only  to  find  that  the  de- 
cline continues. 

Some  Economic  Repercussions. 

This  drift  is  particularly  disturbing,  after  studying  the 


following 

figures: — 

Births 

Known 

Deaths 

Known 

Population 

Estimated 

Migration 

Figures 

Estimated 

1950 

..,  320 

213 

18,680 

_ 

1951 

...  280 

218 

18,610 

134 

1952 

322 

176 

18,630 

126 

1953 

291 

196 

18,460 

265 

1954 

302 

212 

18,460 

90 

1955 

313 

224 

18,490 

89 

1956 

...  334 

200 

18,570 

54 

1957 

...,  355 

227 

18,590 

108 

1958 

...  313 

227 

18,620 

66 

1959 

32,4 

212 

18,610 

122 

So  we  have  a nett 

gain  of 

births  over  deaths  of  some 

1,049  persons.  Yet,  the  total  migration  figures  shows  1,054, 
according  to  the  estimate.  To  my  mind  this  is  all  wrong,  and 
something  should  be  done  to  try  to  reverse  this  trend.  For  it 
is  only  fair  to  assume  that  it  is  the  people  in  the  younger  age 
groups  that  are  leaving.  The  age  groups  we  can  least  afford  to 
lose. 


It  is  entirely  superfluous  for  me  to  remind  the  Authority 
that  nationally  the  expectation  of  longevity  continues  and  is 
expected  to  do  so  for  the  next  thirty  years.  The  present  figures 
of  people  over  sixty  are  almost  8,500,000,  this  will  rise  to 
1 1,500,000  by  1991,  it  is  thought. 

We  are  well  aware  from  the  Beveridge  report,  that  as 
the  population  ages,  the  burden  of  supporting  these  ageing 
persons  will  fall  on  the  younger  age  groups.  Consider  then, 
the  effect  on  our  Area,  we  have  and  will  continue  to  have,  an 
ageing  population  while  the  young  continue  to  migrate.  There- 
fore in  the  years  to  come  the  economic  struggle  to  survive 
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will  be  disproportionate  to  the  National  trend,  but  rather,  the 
ageing  population  supporting  the  old. 

What  has  been  obvious  to  the  Council  for  some  time  is 
the  need  to  attract  new  industries  to  the  district.  It  is  note- 
worthy, that  the  site  at  the  Spencer  Works  will  be  built  on 
made-up  ground. 


In  conclusion,  I am  sure  that  the  Authority  will  give  as 
much  imaginative  thought,  and  will  devote  as  much  energy, 
will  apply  as  much  determination  to  the  problem  as  they  have 
devoted  to  their  housing  schemes. 


The  rewards  are  manifold: — 

( 1 ) A contented  populace. 
(2)  Security  from  want. 


It  may  well  be  thought  that  industries  in  the  Area  are 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Medical  Officer.  I submit  quite  humbly 
that  it  is,  for  contentment  of  mind,  brings  or  breeds  a spirit 
of  well  being.  All  this  adds  up  to  a good  healthy  community, 
and  I am  interested  in  a healthy  community. 

Amenities. 

Dotted  around  the  Area,  and  almost  certainly  in  each 
village,  that  goes  to  make  up  the  Urban  Area,  are  small 
parks,  and  playing  fields.  Amenities  which  I know  are  much 
appreciated  by  the  general  public. 

Offsetting  these  are  big,  black  ugly  scars,  the  scab  or 
canker  of  industry.  I refer  to  mountainous  mounds  of  colliery 
rubbish,  man  made  mountains  made  on  top  of  mountains 
made  by  God. 


I have  journeyed  around  the  western  part  of  Monmouth- 
shire for  some  twenty  years  and  naturally  have  come  to  accept 
these  tips  as  necessary  evils. 


But  is  it  not  possible  for  the  National  Coal  Board  to  give 
something  back  by  way  of  amenities  ? 

1 ®Sj.’  f°r _ttls  reason.  several  times  since  I have  been 
your  Medical  Officer,  I have  had  occasion  to  journey  into 
rinant,  via  the  Crosspenmaen/Manmoel  Road,  and  have 


o 

noted  with  interest  the  increasing  popularity  of  the  Penyvan 
Pond  and  surrounding  fields  as  a recreation  centre. 

Motoring  through  in  the  very  splendid  summer  last 
year,  I noted  the  foreshore  adjacent  to  the  road  was  littered 
with  stones  and  certainly  was  dangerous  to  barefooted  bathers. 

This  ground,  if  cleaned  up  and  sanded,  would  make  an 
ideal  open-air  lido.  The  Council  1 knjow,  have  a very  happy 
relationship  with  the  National  Coal  Board.  I therefore  offer 
the  suggestion  to  the  Council,  as  a consideration. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

This  service  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council. 

There  were  no  reported  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the 
year,  1959.  If  such  cases  are  notified,  isolation  facilities  exist 
at  Bedwellty  and  Alt-yr-yn  Isolation  Hospital. 

Children  under  five  years  of  age  are  innoculated  by 
Assistant  Medical  Officers  from  the  County  Council’s  Public 
Health  Department  at  the  District  Clinics.  School  children  by 
the  Area  Medical  Officer  at  the  Schools. 

Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 

Number  of  children  at  3 1 st  December  who  had  com- 
pleted a course  of  Immunisation — at  any  time  since  1 st  Jan- 
uary, 1937: — 
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Age  at  date  of  final  injection  (as 
regards  A)  or  of  reinforcing  injection 
(as  regards  B). 


CD 

tH 

yrs. 

TJ  H 

-sji 

3 

S 

PrH 

1-4 

EH 

A.  Number  of  children 
who  completed  a full 
course  of  primary  immunis- 
ation in  the  Authority’s 

area  (including  temporary  21  123  5 149 

residents  during  the  six 
months  ended  3 1 st  Dec- 
ember, 1959). 


B.  Number  of  children 
who  received  a secondary 
(reinforcing)  injection  (i.e., 

subsequently  to  primary  — — 2 2 

immunisation  at  an  earlier 
age)  during  the  six 
months  ended  31st  Dec- 
ember, 1959). 


Vaccination — Smallpox. 

Vaccination  for  the  year  totalled  93. 

The  following  table  is  submitted  for  your  information: — 


(I)  Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated) 

during  the  period. 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination. 

Under 

1 

1—2  2-4 

5—14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Number 

vaccinated 

48 

28  6 

3 

5 

90 

Number 

re-vaccinated 

— 

— — 

— 

3 

3 

11 
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(2)  Number  of  Cases  Specially  Reported  During  Period 
(Age  Groups  as  above). 

(a)  Generalised 


Vaccinia 

— 



— 

— 

(b)  Post-vaccinal 

Encephalo- 

myelitis 

— 



— 

_ _ 

(c)  Death  from 

complications 

of  vaccination 

other  than  (a) 

or  (b)  . 

— 

— 

INFANT  WELFARE 

CENTRE 

ATTENDANCES. 

Attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  for  the  year 

1959,  are  set  out  in 

the  following  table  for  your  information: 

Centre 

Under 

1 1957 

1956 

1952-55 

Cwmcarn 

. 187 

195 

103 

67 

Newbridge 

. 267 

236 

48 

112 

Hafodyrynys. . . 

76 

65 

1 1 

2 

530 

496 

162 

181 

Under  1 

Over  1 

Over  2 

Centre. 

Under  2.  Under  5 

Total. 

Cwmcarn 

. 1,793 

341 

174 

2,606 

Newbridge 

. 1,927 

315 

347 

2,967 

Hafodyrynys.. 

. 587 

116 

134 

860 

4,307 

772 

655 

6,433 

Attendances  at  the  Cwmcarn  Centre 
Attendances  at  the  Newbridge  Centre  ... 
Attendances  at  the  Hafodyrynys  Centre  ... 

Total  Attendances  for  tbe  year  1959  ... 

12 


2.606 
2.96  7 
860 


6,433 


SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES. 


Total  Cases  on  Register 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Total. 

31-12-1958 

96 

87 

16 

16 

215 

New  Cases — 1959  ... 

7 

6 

— 

2 

15 

Deaths  ...  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Recovered 
Removed  for  Other 

4 

4 

1 

— 

9 

Reasons  ... 
Removed  from 

3 

3 

— 

— 

6 

District 

i otal  cases  on  Register 

1 

1 

— 

— « 

2 

31-12-1959 

94 

84 

15 

17 

210 

Annual  Return  of  Food  Poisoning  Out-Breaks  in  the  Area  of 
the  Abercarn  Urban  District  Council  for  the 

1st  January,  1959,  to  31st  December,  1959. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  46/49  (Wales)  dated  24th 
May,  1949,  Returns  as  per  Memo  .188/MED.  (Appendix  1) 
are  submitted  herewith. 

Annual  Return  of  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (corrected). 

Local  Authority  Abercarn  Urban  District  Council,  year  1st 
January,  1959,  to  31st  December,  1959. 

(2nd)  Food  Poisoning  Notification  Corrected  Return  to  R.G. 

1st  Qtr.  2nd  Qtr.  3rd  Qtr.  4th  Qtr.  Total 
Nil  Nil  3 Nil  3 

(3rd)  Outbreaks  due  to  identified  Agents. 

Total  Outbreaks  ...  2 Total  Cases  ...  3 

(3rd  A)  Outbreaks  due  to  Salmonella  Organisms  ...  ] 

13 


(4th)  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause. 

Total  Outbreaks  ....  12  Total  Cases  ...  13 

(5th)  Outbreaks.  Single  Cases  ...  ...  14 

Agent  Identified  ...  3 

Unknown  Cases  ...  ...>  13 


FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 
SUMMARY  OF  DETAILS. 

Although  exhaustive  enquiries  were  made  in  all  sixteen 
cases,  only  three  were  bacteriologically  confirmed.  As  pre- 
viously reported,  heat  resistant  Clostridium  Welchii  was  iso- 
lated in  the  faeces  in  two  cases,  and  Salmonella  Typhimurium 
in  the  further  case. 

All  samples  of  food  stuffs  submitted,  showed  no  patho- 
genic organisms.  In  one  outbreak  the  Bacteriologist  stated, 
“ Although  there  is  no  confirmatory  evidence,  1 should  be  in- 
clined to  regard  this  episode  as  an  infection,  and  considering 
the  current  circumstances  in  our  Area,  this  outbreak  was  most 
probably  sonnei  dysentery.  It  is,  of  course,  quite  possible  that 
the  child’s  symptoms  may  have  been  caused  by  fruit,  but  this 
would  not  explain  the  appearance  of  symptoms  in  the  dom- 
estic contacts.” 

Further,  the  Bacteriologist  is  of  the  opinion,  that  the 
adult  members  of  the  family  could  conceivably  be  infected  as 
a result  of  imperfect  hygiene,  i.e.,  the  mother  not  scrubbing 
her  hands  and  carrying  out  personal  hygiene,  after  changing 
the  baby’s  nappies. 

In  conclusion,  some  of  these  cases  of  Food  Poisoning 
were  reported  as  late  as  ten  or  fourteen  days  after  the  onset 
of  the  symptoms.  Naturally,  these  patients  had  fully  recov- 
ered when  the  enquiries  were  made,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
get  confirmation  in  such  cases. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  H.  V.  M.  Jones,  M.B.  (Lon.),  D.P.H.  (Liv.). 
Publid  Health  Inspector : 

Lloyd  G.  Hale.  M.P.H.I.A.,  M.R.S.H. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

These  services  are  maintained  by  the  County  Council  at 
Newbridge,  Cwmcarn,  Hafodyrynys  and  Trinant. 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

There  are  no  Isolation  Hospitals  in  the  Council’s  Area,  b,ut 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  Infectious  Diseases  cases  to 
be  admitted  to  the  Bedwellty  Isolation  Hospital,  Aberbargoed, 
and  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital,  Newport. 

No  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  required  to  be  isol- 
ated during  the  year  1959. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

It  is  now  the  duty  of  the  County  Council  to  administer  this 
service.  This  duty  is  performed  by  their  Area  Medical  Officers. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  the  County  Council  now  administers  the  Ambulance 
Service. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Pathological  Specimens. 

Samples  of  Milk,  Ice-Cream,  Water  and  samples  from  the 
Council’s  Swimming  Baths  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory 
at  the  County  Hall  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  Council  is  a constituent  Authority  of  the  Abertillery 
and  District  Water  Board.  The  chief  supply  is  obtained  from 
Giwyne-Fawr  Reservoir  situated  in  the  Black  Mountains, 
Breconshire;  subsidiary  supplies  are  obtained  from  local  sources’ 
he  water  b of  good  quality  and  large  supplementary  quantities 
were  obtained  from  Llanover  Scheme.  The  water  is  sampled 
by  the  Board  and  from  time  to  time  by  the  Local  Authority 

15 


r 


(who  submitted  samples  for  bacteriological  examination). 
Where  necessary  the  supplies  were  chlorinated  by  the  Board’s 
Officials. 

Number  of  Houses  with  a piped  supply  ...  5,648 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  from  wells  and 

springs  ...  ...  ...  (estimated)  30 

Approximate  population  supplied  from  Public 

Water  Mains,  direct  to  houses  ...  ...  18,520 

During  the  year  inspections  were  made  of  Water  Supplies 
and  systems  generally,  where  the  pressure  was  reported  to  be 
low.  Upon  inspection  it  was  found  that  in  almost  all  cases  the 
corrosion  of  pipes  was  responsible  for  inadequate  supplies  for 
all  domestic  purposes.  In  such  cases,  Informal  Notices  and 
where  necessary  Statutory  Notices  under  Section  138  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  amended  by  Section  30  of  the 
Water  Act,  1945,  were  served  with  complete  success. 

Sewers  and  Drains. 

The  Council  is  a constituent  Member  of  the  Western 
Valley  Sewerage  Board.  The  Council’s  subsidiary  sewers  are 
connected  to  the  Main  Trunk  Sewer. 

Scavenging. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  twice  weekly. 
The  tip  is  situated  at  Field’s  Park,  and  also  at  the  northern 
end  of  the  District  in  Trinant. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Regular  inspections  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  and 
Fly  Breeding  have  been  carried  out,  and  extensive  treatments 
for  the  elimination  of  rodents  and  flies  are  continually  being 
undertaken. 

Rainfall. 

The  table  shows  the  monthly  rainfall,  also  the  day  of  the 
month  when  the  greatest  fall  occurred. 
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Greatest  fall  No.  of  days 

in  24  hours  with  0.01  ins. 


Month 

Rainfall. 

in  inches. 

Date. 

or  more. 

January 

7.53 

1.42 

19-  1-59 

12 

February 

.50 

.42 

9-  2-59 

4 

March  . . , 

5.56 

1.17 

28-  3-59 

13 

April 

5.63 

1.48 

25-  4-59 

15 

May  . . .! 

1.77 

.48 

9-  5-59 

7 

June 

2.09 

.50 

7-  6-59 

9 

July 

...  5.76 

1.62 

16-  7-59 

13 

August 

1.48 

.54 

13-  8-59 

6 

September 

.32 

.28 

21-  9-59 

2 

October 

5.01 

1.29 

26-10-59 

12 

November 

..,  9.65 

3.00 

25-11-59 

20 

December 

...  15.18 

2.41 

6-12-59 

28 

Total 

...  60.50 

3.00 

25-11-59 

141 

Rainfall  is  recorded  at  Abercarn  Cemetery. 
Height  above  Sea  Level:  539.9  feet. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Housing. 

Everything  that  is  wise  has  been  said  already: 

We  can  only  try  to  say  it  once  again  ”. 

(With  apologies  to  Goethe). 

What  can  be  said  in  relation  to  all  our  housing  problems, 
little,  except  to  say,  that  the  year  under  review,  was  one  of 
exceptional  worry.  I suppose  Man  is  born  to  trouble,  as  the 
sparks  fly  upwards”. 

For,  while  complaints  in  regard  to  'housing  repairs  con- 
tinue to  fall,  other  housing  problems  arise.  It  is  generally 
accepted  that  the  fall  in  housing  complaints  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  Council’s  insistance  on  closely  following  up 
these  complaints.  Secondly,  the  ready  assistance  by  which 
the  Council  advance  by  way  of  Mortgage  monies  for  tenants 
to  purchase  their  own  castle  . Over  the  years,  and  last  year 
was  no  exception,  there  has  been  a tremendous  change  in 
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ownership.  All  this  quite  naturally  has  helped  to  bring  about 
a fall  in  housing  complaints. 

However,  in  its  place  inspections  to  ascertain  the  struct- 
ural condition  of  properties,  where  applications  have  been 
made  for  Improvement  Grants,  both  Discretionary  and  Stand- 
ard Grants,  while  the  making  of  Demolition  Reports  and  In- 
spections made  in  regard  to  Clearance  Areas  take  up  con- 
siderable time.  In  conclusion  then,  while  the  numbers  of  prh 
vately  rented  houses  continue  to  fall,  there  is  no  reason, 
owing  to  the  firm  policy  enacted  by  the  Council,  for  anyone 
to  live  in  a privately  rented  house  where  there  is  any  serious 
disrepair. 


Demolitions. 

And  the  walls  of  Jericho  came  tumbling  down  ”. 

The  Council  will  be  aware  that  a survey  was  undertaken 
in  1955  to  ascertain  the  number  of  unfit  houses,  in  the  Urban 
Area,  and  at  that  time  the  survey  showed  214.  It  is  well  to 
remember  that  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment accepted  these  figures  of  unfit  houses  in  the  Urban  Area. 
Of  course,  it  is  remembered  that  this  figure  of  2 I 4 fluctuates 
from  year  to  year.  For  these  reasons: — 

(1)  Tenants  becoming  owner /occupier,  the  liberal 
spending  by  the  owner /occupiers  on  items  of  dis- 
repair, bringing  about  a rising  of  the  standard  and 
reprieve  of  the  house,  off  the  Demolition  List. 

(2)  Improvements  Grants  have  been  applied  for,  and 
granted  on  some  of  these  houses  included  in  the 
above  mentioned  survey.  These  properties  are  nat- 
urally removed  from  the  List. 

Other  properties  that  were  border-line  cases  in  1955,  are 
now  in  such  a state  of  unfitness  (through  the  owners’  reluct- 
ance to  spend  money  on  repairs)  that  these  properties  will  be 
included  in  the  next  survey  to  be  carried  out.  This  list  will  be 
submitted  at  an  early  date  for  your  consideration.  It  is  not 
expected  that  the  new  survey  will  show  more  than  25  or  so, 
unfit  houses. 
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The  Council  have  already  dealt  with  1 30  houses  and 
have  re-housed  the  families  so  displaced  in  their  many  Hous- 
ing Estates  in  the  Urban  Area.  While  a further  eight  proper- 
ties are  legally  condemned  and  the  tenants  have  so  far  resisted 
the  Authority’s  attempts  to  re-house  them. 

Morgages  and  Improvement  Grants — 
Discretionary  and  Standard. 

“There’s  an  ill-wind  blowing  towards  my  rest 
For  I did  dream  of  money-bags  tonight  ”. 

Beyond  doubt  since  the  Housing  and  House  Purchase 
Act  came  into  operation  a spate  of  applications  have  been 
dealt  with  in  regard  to  Standard  Grants.  There  are  serious 
misgivings  in  its  operation  (see  comment  under  legislation) 
which  should  be  amended  at  an  early  date,  in  order  that  this 
Act  may  operate  efficiently.  As  can  be  seen  from  the  under 
mentioned  figures  107  houses  have  been  improved  and  gen- 
erally modernised.  A total  of  over  £42,000  has  been  spent 
towards  their  end. 


Mortgages. 

It  is  entirely  superfluous  to  comment  on  Mortgages,  ex- 
cept to  state  that  during  the  year  a further  79  applications 
were  approved.  79  applicants  became  owner /occupiers,  bring- 
ing the  total  of  Mortgages  arranged  by  the  Council  to  a total 
of  854. 

The  following  tables,  speak  for  themselves. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Treasurer  and  Chief  Financial 
Officer,  Mr.  T.  H.  Dixon,  F.I.M.T.A.,  who  has  kindly  supplied 
the  undermentioned  figures  up  to  March,  1960. 
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Advances  to  Borrowers  by  way  of  Mortgage  as  at  31st  March,  1960. 
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Statistics  as  to  Advances  to  Borrowers  by  way  of  Mortgage 
Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts. 

Amount 


Number. 

Advanced. 

£ 

Originally  advanced  to  31-3-5  9.,.. 

344  ... 

153,875 

Advances  during  year  ...  ... 

26  ... 

18,029 

Total  as  at  31st  March,  1960 

370  ... 

171,904 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

Originally  advanced 

23  ... 

14,1  12 

Housing  Act,  1949. 

Originally  advanced  to  31-3-59... 

408  .... 

272,565 

Advances  during  year 

53  ... 

41,980 

Total  as  at  31st  March,  I960 

461  ... 

314,545 

Summary. 

Outstanding 

Original  Advances. 

31  st  March,  1959. 

Number.  Amount. 

Number. 

Outstanding. 

£ 

£ 

370  ...  171,904  S.D.  Acqn.  Acts 

...  212  . 

.,  102,509 

23  ...  14,112  Housing  Act,  1925  — 

. . — 

461  ...  314,545  Housing  Act,  1949  412 

..  255,678 

775  ...  500,561 

624  ... 

358,187 

Improvement  Grants. 

Twenty-three  applications  were  approved  for  Improve- 
ment Grant  in  order  that  the  applicants,  who  were  owner 
occupiers  in  all  cases,  to  have  modern  facilities,  such  as: — 

An  internal  or  accessible  water  closet. 

A piped  hot  water  supply. 

Installation  of  bathroom  (where  none  at  present  exist). 
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Extensions  or  enlargements  to  existing  kitchenettes, 
livingrooms,  or  extra  bedroom  accommodation, 
etc.,  as  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 


Improvement  Grants  under  the  above-mentioned  Act. 

(a)  Number  of  Improvement  Grants,  1959-60  23 

(b)  Total  number  of  Improvement  Grants, 

1949-1959  inclusive  ...  ...  107 

(c)  Amount  of  Improvement  Grants  1959-60  £5,359 

(d)  Total  amount  of  Improvement  Grants 

1949-59  inclusive  ...  .,..£21,700 


Improvement  Loans  under  the  above-mentioned  Act. 

Facilities  are  made  available  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
whereby  the  Local  Authority  have  power  to  loan  money  for  the 
repair  of  houses,  within  the  Urban  Area,  which  are  outside  the 
province  of  the  Improvement  Sections  : — 


(1)  Number  of  Improvement  Loans,  1959-60  7 

(2)  Total  amount  of  Improvement  Loans 

1959  £2,535 

(3)  Number  of  Improvement  Loans,  1959, 

inclusive  ...  ...  ...  ....  33 

(4)  Total  amount  of  Improvement  Loans 

1949-59  inclusive  ...  — ...  £7,213 


Housing. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  ...  884 

Re-inspected  ...  ...  . • .<  • 419 

Number  of  premises  at  which  repairs  and  im- 
provements have  been  carried  out  ...,  ...  291 

Warning  Notices  served  ...  • ••>  506 

Remedied  without  Notice  ...  ...  •••  457 

Statutory  Notices  served  . • • • • • 416 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ....  416 

Statutory  Notices  not  complied  with  ...  • 

Number  of  Houses  in  the  Area  ...  ...  5,642 

Number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  1,542 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  erected  during  the 

year  by  the  Council  ...  ....  • • • 114 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  privately  in  the 

year  1959  ...  ...'  •••  20 


Drainage. 

Drainage  stoppages  dealt  with,  New  Drainage 
connections,  improvements  and  repairs 
Disinfections  carried  out 
Disinfestations  carried  out  •••  ••• 

The  following  statement  is  in  the  form  prescribed 
Ministry  :■ — 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  :■ — 

( 1 ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
during  the  year  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  769 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-head  ( 1 ) above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 

found  not  to  be  in  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation  . ...  ...  ...  . ..,  ...  Nil 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Ser- 

vice of  Formal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  for  occu- 
pation in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  Nil 

3 Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9 and  10  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957  Nil 


427 

14 

9 


by  the 


716 


23 
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( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repair  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rend- 
ered fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notice  ...  Nil 


(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

Number  of  houses  under  Circular 

2845  


Nil 


Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing repairs  ...  . ..  ...  416 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 

were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
notice  ...  .i  ...  •••  •••  46 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  •••  46 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  ...  ....  ...  Nil 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  & 1 7 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957: — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 
spect of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demol- 
ished in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders 

(d)  Proceeding  under  Section  18  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1957:— 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenements  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  •••  ••• 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1957 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  I.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  •••! 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year  ...  • • ■ • • < 

(c)  1 . Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding 

LEGISLATION, 

I believe,  for  it  is  generally  accepted  by  all  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  management  and  the  discharge  of  the  functions, 
imposed  by  Statute  upon  Local  Authorities,  that  there  has 
been  in  the  last  five  years,  a welter  of  new  law.  May  I mention 
in  passing  just  some  of  these  Acts,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1935, 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  while  some 
of  the  others  are  the  Local  Government  Act,  1958,  The  Fin- 
ance Act,  1959,  and  the  Highways  Act,  1959,  to  name  only 
a few. 

We  all  realise  that  these  consolidated  Acts  were  neces- 
sary. Consider  then  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  then  we  had  the 
Housing  Act,  1949,  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954, 
together  with  the  Miscellaneous  Provisions  Act,  1954.  The 
Housing  Act,  1957,  in  short  was  a rehash  of  the  1936  Act, 
incorporating  all  the  above  mentioned  Acts,  into  one  piece  of 
consolidated  legislation. 

Broadly  speaking  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  was 
again  the  rewriting  of  the  1937  Act  and  the  tidying  up  of 
other  smaller  Acts  and  Regulations  made  in  the  intervening 
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62 

118 

286 

8 

25 

96 


Nil 
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nineteen  years. 

All  this  is  good,  although  1 believe  the  rewriting  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  is  certainly  overdue.  In  the  twenty- 
four  years  since,  naturally  some  sections  have  become  ob- 
solete, particularly  I refer  to  Sections  104  to  106  and  from 
Section  143  to  180.  These  sections  are  obsolete  ( I ) by  rea- 
son of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  (2)  the  progress  made 
in  the  environment  and  preventative  side  of  medicine.  While 
section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  needs  rewording 
or  complete  re-consideration.  Your  Public  Health  Inspector 
says  this  for  this  reason: — 

Several  hundred  houses  in  the  Urban  Area  have  a 
separate  fixed  receptacles  connected  to  a drainage 
system  (and  here  the  definition  of  Section  90  ends)  there 
is  no  means  of  flushing,  other  than  by  a bucketful  of 
water,  conveyed  often  times  over  unreasonable  distances 
especially  if  the  people  are  old. 

Why  not  include  a simple  instruction  giving  power 
to  a Local  Authority  to  deal  with  such  a situation.  All 
concerned  in  the  implementation  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  agree  a new  Public  Health  Act  is  overdue. 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  more  care  will  be  taken  in  the 
re-writing  of  the  new  Public  Health  Act,  than  was  given  to 
this  badly  conceived  piece  of  legislation.  1 shall  not  attempt 
to  go  into  the  details  of  standard  grants,  assuming  everyone 
knows  all  about  the  details.  However,  it  is  more  than  rid- 
iculous for  applications  to  be  received  for  a standard  grants 
and  no  account  must  be  taken  of  structural  defects. 

Please  do  not  quote  the  booklet  “ New  Grants  for  Better 
Homes,”  issued  by  the  Ministry.  Everyone  is  aware  in  Chapter 
I under  the  heading  “Qualifications”  paragraph  12,  what  is 
said,  but  is  does  not  mean  that. 

“ Their’s  by  right  ” the  pamphlets  state.  To  insist  on  the 
remedying  of  miscellaneous  items  of  disrepair  at  one  and 
the  same  time  as  the  improvements  are  effected,  is  to  attach 
condition  to  the  applicant’s  right  to  grant  aid. 
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We  know  that  the  Ministry  pamphlet  says  that  the  phys- 
ical condition  of  the  house  must  be  taken  into  consideraion, 
that  the  house  must  have  a life  of  fifteen  years.  All  this  is 
ambiguity  and  certainly  contradictory.  To  be  legally  correct, 
all  applications  for  standards  grants  should  not  be  acceeded 
to,  if  there  are  any  items  of  disrepair  in  being.  These  should 
be  remedied  first,  then  the  application  re-submitted  for  con- 
sideration. We  have,  therefore,  ( I ) initial  inspections  and 
report;  (2)  Issue  of  Section  9 Notice  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1957.  Re-inspection  of  property  to  see  if  Notice  has  been 
complied  with;  (3)  Application  granted.  Further  inspection 
to  ascertain  if  works  of  improvement  have  been  carried  out. 

The  government  should  take  immediate  steps  to  bring 
about  amending  legislation  to  erradicate  this  vexing  anomaly. 

INSPECTION  OF  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS, 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Certain  registration  and  licensing  duties  remain  with  the 
Local  Authority  in  addition  to  the  supervision  of  distributors 
and  dairy  premises,  and  the  taking  of  samples  for  bacterio- 
logical and  biological  examination. 

Additionally,  samples  were  taken  and  tested  for  keeping 
quality.  (Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Tests).  The  Phosphatase 
Test  is  undertaken  to  ascertain  whether  the  milk  has  been 
properly  Pasteurised. 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  ...  ...  37 

Number  of  Premises  registered  as  Dairies  ...  37 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  use  the  Special 

Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested’1 19 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  use  the  Special 

Designation  “ Pasteurised  ” ...  ...  ...  37 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  use  the  Special 

Designation  “ Sterilised  ’’  14 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  granted  ...  4 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

A large  quantity  of  tinned  and  other  foods  were  inspected 
during  the  year.  The  following  articles  were  condemned  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 
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826  lbs.  cooked  ham. 

I  2 tins  pineapples. 

1 4 tins  casserole  steak. 

42  tins  minced  beef  loaf. 

2 tins  hamburgers. 

14  tins  stewed  steak. 

6 tins  strawberries. 

9 tins  cream. 

8 lbs.  uncooked  ham. 

1  5 tins  pears. 

6 1 tins  beans. 

1 4 lbs.  Danish  green  ham. 
30  lbs.  veal. 

3 tins  shrimps. 

1  0 lbs.  liver. 

48  lbs.  oats. 

4 chickens. 

3 boxes  prunes. 

30  packets  biscuits. 

6 tins  minced  meat. 

9 lbs.  jellied  veal. 

178  lbs.  hake  and  cod. 

3 packets  butter. 

6 tins  chicken  fillets. 

90  packets  washing  powder 
(damaged  by  burst  water 
pipe) . 

3 loaves,  bread. 

300  lbs.  apples. 

1 tin  oranges. 

6 tins  tongue. 

3 packets  almonds. 


1 50  lbs.  corned  beef. 

68  tins  luncheon  meat. 

1 2 tins  salmon. 

7 hamburgers. 

24  lbs.  tongue. 

6 tins  pork. 

25  lbs.  cheese. 

2  tins  apricots. 

2  boxes  rabbits. 

2 tins  peaches. 

5  7 tins  peas. 

62  lbs.  sausage. 

1 96  tins  corned  beef. 

6 lbs.  Calves’  tongue. 

1 1 9 tins  tomatoes. 

80  tins  milk. 

5 packets  cream  crackers. 
9 lbs.  rice. 

3 tins  Irish  stew. 

3 tins  chopped  ham. 

40  lbs.  fish. 

1 30  lbs.  butter. 

98  lbs.  beef  (bone  taint) 

7 lbs.  luncheon  meat. 

1 6 tins  fruit. 

1 tin  chicken  slices. 

8 tins  chopped  pork. 

1 tin  sardines. 

4 tins  brawn. 

1 5 packets  of  Oxo. 

6 swiss  rolls. 
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The  following  is  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
the  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption: — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  Slaughtered  ... 

384 

72 

58 

1,894 

1.214 

Number  Inspected 

384 

72 

58 

1,894 

1.214 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  Carcases  con- 
demned ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

123 

49 

715 

22 

Percentage  of  number 
affected  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

32% 

68% 

37.7% 

1 -8  % 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  Carcases  con- 
demned ...  

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  is  con- 
demned for  Tuberculosis 

21 

14 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  with 
Tuberculosis  

5.4% 

19% 

— 

— 

— 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Report  for  12  months  ended  31st  March,  1960. 


Local 

Authority.  P 

Dwelling  Houses 
including  S 

Council  Houses.  ^ 

■< 

S 

0 

All  other  (in- 
eluding  Business  » "0 
Premises).  ~i 

1 
*< 

Total  of  Cols. 

(1)  (2)  & (3).  J 

(6) 

Agricul 

tural. 

L Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District  4' 

5.642 

439 

6,085 

47 

II.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of: 

(a)  Notification  ...  3 

145 

36 

184 

2 

(b)  Survey  under  the 

Act  3 

584 

48 

635 

27 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g., 
when  visited  prim- 
arily for  some 
other  purpose)  ...  1 

93 

37 

1 3 1 

3 

III.  Total  inspections 
carried  out  — including 
re-inspections  14 

719 

51 

784 

6 

(To  be  completed  only 
if  figures  are  readily 
available) . 

IV.  Number  of  proper- 
ties inspected  (in  Sect. 

II  (which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by : 

(a)  Rats  (Major)  ...  1 

19 

3 

21 

1 

(Minor)  ...  — 

176 

93 

269 

3 

(b)  Mice  (Major)  ...  — 

5 

1 

6 

2 

(Minor)  ...  5 

14 

20 

39 

5 

V.  Number  of  Infested 
properties  (in  Sect.  IV) 
treated  by  the  L.A.  ...  3 

204 

58 

265 

1 1 

(Figures  should  not 
exceed  those  given  by 
Sect.  TV). 
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VI.  Total  treatments 
carried  out  — including 

re-treatments  

(To  be  completed  only 
if  figures  are  readily 
available) . 

VII.  Number  of  cases 

in  which  default  action 
was  taken  following  the 
issue  of  a notice  under 
Sect.  4 of  the  Act — 

VIII.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section  4 
of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment — 

(b)  Structural  Work 

(i.e.,  Proofing)  ...  — 

IX.  Legal  proceedings  — 

X.  Number  of  “Block” 
control  schemes  carried 

out  — 


Type  of  Property. 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


S3 

O 

M 


co 
a> 
m 
S3 

- O 

earn 

ttDfl 

£ rs! 

5 3 2 

£ g 9 

s a o 
aco 


CD 

a a 
^3 

U,  W'-N 
4)  ao 

5^.2 

O .£*  rt 

-■g  s 

S2  - s» 


O w 

O 

_ 03 
oj 


Agricul- 

ture. 


Figures  not  available 


The  table  as  set  out  above  is  a complete  Report  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  31st  December,  1959.  Additionally, 
two  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  in  February/ March 
and  September /October  of  1959.  The  following  are  the 
figures: — 


No.  of 

Bait  taken 

manholes 

Poison 

treated 

Prebait 

small  good 

Total 

February/March 

..  264 

47 

28 

19 

94 

September /October 

273 

55 

33 

22 

130 

31 


# 

All  individual  complaints  during  the  year,  were  dealt 
with,  which  entailed  several  visits  by  the  Rodent  Operator  to 
one  single  reported  case. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Total  number  of  factories  in  the  Area  ...  8 

Total  number  of  workshops  in  the  Area  ...  22 

T otal 30 

The  factories  and  workshops  are  periodically  inspected 
in  order  that  they  comply  with  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Referred  No.  of 
to  H.M.  Prose- 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  cutions 


Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  3 5 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  .i  1 1 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  — — 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : 

Other  Nuisances  ....  6 6 

Insufficient  ...  1 1 

Unsuitable  or  Defective...  5 5 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  — — 

18  18 


Bakehouses. 

A survey  was  undertaken  to  ascertain  whether  these 
premises  were  of  the  standard  required  by  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955.  In  all  cases,  the  owners  or  managers  were  inter- 
viewed and  where  required  the  necessary  improvements  were 
made.  However,  nearly  all  Bakers  have  ceased  making  bread, 
and  now  purchase  it  off  the  combined  firms. 

Fish  Fryers. 

Also,  a survey  was  undertaken  to  ascertain  as  to  whether 
these  premises  were  of  the  standard  required  by  the  Food  and 
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o 

Drugs  Act,  1955.  In  all  cases,  the  owners  or  managers 
interviewed  and  where  required,  the  necessary  improvements 
were  made. 

Licensed  Slaughtermen. 

Several  applications  were  received  and  granted  by  the 
Council  during  the  year. 

H.  V.  M.  JONES,  M.B.  (London),  D.P.H.  (Liverpool), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

LLOYD  G.  HALE,  M.P.H.I.A.,  M.R.S.H., 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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